
Superintendent Notes by Mr. Knippelmeyer 

DECEMBER 2016 
STERLING  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

School Closing Information: We are reaching the time of the year where school may be cancelled, 

started late, or dismissed early because of inclement weather.  Cancelling school is often times a very     
difficult decision to make.  Understanding that we won’t always make the right decision, we will always 

try to make the best decision based on what we feel is in the best interest of our students, staff, and 
families and their safety and well-being.  
 

We will try to communicate with all of our families in a timely manner when school is cancelled, and 

when there is a late start or early dismissal.  We will communicate in multiple ways to try to get you the         
information quickly.  We will utilize Alert Solutions to send out an automated voice message, along with an email and text    

message (If you have updated family information that needs to be entered into PowerSchool, please contact the school with 
that information).  We will also communicate through our school Facebook page, school Twitter account, and website, along 
with KLKN TV (Lincoln channel 8), KOLN TV (Lincoln channel 10/11), and KETV (Omaha channel 7) to post cancellations, 

late starts, and early dismissals.  If you have any questions in regard to this, please contact us at school. 
 

Board of Education Highlights - November 2016: The regular board of education meeting took place on Monday,        
November 21.  The board approved a snow removal contract with KUDU Lawn Care for the 2016-17 winter season.  The 

board held discussions without taking action on the following topics: Building and Grounds – review of the master plan that 
our architect, Gill Peace, shared at an earlier workshop.  The board has requested additional information in regard to new         

classrooms on the property south of the school, possible kitchen renovation, and preschool / elementary classrooms in the   
elementary wing of the school building.  The board also discussed a possible timeline for approving a design, putting it out for 

community feedback, and putting the project out for bid.   
 

The board also discussed the information received in regard to a possible sharing of athletic programs with Lewiston            

Consolidated School.  Enrollment data was shared for both schools along with some Question / Answer information received 
from a meeting between the two administrations.  The board’s sub-committee (John Harms, Mike Hestermann, and Lois  

Agena) plan to meet to discuss this topic further and determine how to proceed. 
 

School Gym Update: We are getting very close to having all the projects complete from last December’s water leak in the 
gym.  If you’ve been in the gym lately, you will see that we have new scoreboards in place.  The last minor project is to have 

an additional coat of finish applied to the gym floor.  This is going to take place over Christmas break and the 5-day         
moratorium for the high school basketball teams.  Because of this, the school gym will not be available between December 22 
and January 3.  The high school basketball teams will be able to practice in the gym beginning on December 28, and we     

cannot use the bleachers or roll anything across the floor until January 3.  Thank you again for your patience as we complete 
these projects. 

 

Sterling Community Association 
Christmas Tree Lighting 

Sunday, December 4th @ 7PM 
Sterling Community Building 
*Business of the Year - Wusk Repair* 

*Honored Citizen - Wilmer & Maude Brinkman* 

Santa will be making a 
stop at the  Sterling Fire 

Hall on Saturday,           
December 17 @ 2:30PM!!! 

2016-17 WED EARLY OUT 

(1:37PM) DAYS 

Dec 7 - Feb 1 

Mar 1 - Apr 5 

Cup of CHILI, CHICKEN NOODLE, 
or POTATO for $2!!! 

Friday, Dec 9 - during the 
Diller/Odell BB games 

Proceeds benefit the Sterling Music Department 



MITTEN TREE 
 

Donate New Mittens, Coats,  
Hats, & Gloves 

 

Donations go to local elementary schools in our 
community! 

 

Please bring your donations to  

First Bank of Nebraska in Sterling. 
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Concerts and Programs.  December is always a full month of activities for our students to showcase 

many of the skills they have been working on this semester.  Below is a list of these activities that I hope 

you are able to attend: 

 December 5th, Elementary Winter Concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

 December 8th, Preschool Winter Program beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 December 15th, JH/HS Small Groups Winter Concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

 December 19th, JH/HS Large Groups Winter Concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Semester Testing.  It is hard to believe, but the end of the first semester is in sight.  We will be having semester tests on 
December 20th, 21st and 22nd, for students in grades 7-12.  In the past we have not had tests on the last day of school, but 

since we have a 1:37 p.m. dismissal, we will be able to stretch testing over a three day period instead of two.  This should be a 
benefit to our students, as well as our teachers. 
 

As always, if you have any concerns or comments, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 
 

GO JETS!!! 

Notes from the Principal by Mr. Theobald 

CONGRATS to Ben Hier, a recipient of a trip to the 2016 National 4-H Congress in Atlanta,   

Georgia!  
 

This event is designed to help youth continue to develop as leaders, gain skills, and knowledge to 

empower them to return to their communities to “Make the Best Better”.  
 

He, along with other Gage County 4-H members, join an elite group of youths representing Nebraska 

at the national event, the highest honor in 4-H. These youth were selected on the basis of their 4-H 

project work, leadership, and citizenship activities. 
 

While in Atlanta, delegates impact the city volunteering in a community service learning project, ranging 

from a food bank to outdoor work at the Atlanta History Center. 

Job well done Ben!  

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY  
Essay Winners 

 
1st place - Ben Hier 

2nd place - Karly Henke 
3rd place - Daniel Schwenneker 

 

CONGRATS!!! Sterling Post Prom 
 

Serving Pizza by the Slice! 
   Pepperoni or cheese 
   Friday, December 2 

 

  During the FCSH BB Games 

  Scoreboard auction 
 

Friday, December 2, 2016 @ Halftime  

of the Boys BB Game vs. FCSH 

*Scoreboards will be auctioned off  

separately* 

For more info, visit the school website:  

www.sterlingjets.org or  

call Mr. Knippelmeyer @ 866-4761 

http://www.sterlingjets.org
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Continued on next page 

Varsity Lady Jet VB (6-22) 
 

Sterling vs. HTRS Jamboree 

(L 2-3) 14-25, 14-25, 25-21, 25-23, 12-15 
 

Freeman Tournament (0-4) 

Sterling vs. Johnson Brock  

(L 0-2) 9-25, 10-25 

Sterling vs. Friend  

(L 0-2) 11-25, 22-25 

Sterling vs. Elmwood-Murdock 

(L 0-2) 15-25, 17-25 

Sterling vs. Pawnee City 

(L 1-2) 25-18, 25-27, 22-25 
 

Sterling vs. Freeman 

(L 0-3) 15-25, 7-25, 7-25 
 

Falls City Triangular (1-1) 

Sterling vs. Falls City 

(L 1-2) 26-24, 17-25, 14-25 

Sterling vs. Pawnee City 

(W 2-1) 25-21, 18-25, 25-21 
 

MUDECAS Tournament (1-2) 

Sterling vs. Wymore Southern 

(W 2-1) 29-27, 17-25, 25-16 

Sterling vs. Pawnee City 

(L 0-2) 15-25, 16-25 

Sterling vs. Lewiston (3rd Place) 

(L 1-2) 17-25, 26-24, 20-25 
 

Sterling vs. Diller-Odell 

(L 0-3) 14-25, 14-25, 11-25 
 

Sterling vs. Dorchester 

(L 0-3) 18-25, 24-26, 19-25 
 

Conestoga Tournament (1-2) 

Sterling vs. Johnson Brock 

(L 0-2) 9-25, 5-25 

Sterling vs. Fremont Bergan 

(L 0-2) 18-25, 7-25 

Sterling vs. Conestoga 

(W 2-0) 25-17, 25-16 

JV Volleyball (14-2) 
 

Sterling vs. Freeman 

(W 2-0) 25-15, 26-24 
 

Syracuse JV Tournament 2nd Place (2-1) 

Sterling vs. Beatrice 

(W 2-0) 25-19, 25-15 

Sterling vs. Bennington 

(W 2-1) 25-20, 21-25, 15-9 

Sterling vs. Syracuse 

(L 0-2) 18-25, 15-25 
 

Sterling vs. Diller-Odell 

(W 2-0) 25-10, 25-21 
 

Freeman JV Tournament (1-1) 

Sterling vs. Lincoln Christian 

(L 0-2) 16-25, 21-25 

Sterling vs. Johnson Brock 

(W 2-1) 25-9, 20-25, 19-17 
 

Lewiston JV Triangular (2-0) 

Sterling vs. JCC 

(W 2-0) 25-10, 25-16 

Sterling vs. Lewiston 

(W 2-0) 25-18, 25-9 
 

Sterling vs. Dorchester 

(W 2-0) 25-3, 25-6 
 

Sterling vs. Elmwood Murdock 

(W 2-0) 25-17, 25-13 
 

Sterling vs. Johnson Brock 

(W 2-0) 25-9, 25-14 
 

Sterling JV Tournament 1st Place (3-0) 

Sterling vs. Pawnee City 

(W 2-0) 25-20, 25-13 

Sterling vs. Diller-Odell 

(W 2-0) 25-12, 25-11 

Sterling vs. Freeman 

(W 2-0) 25-14, 25-16 
 

Sterling vs. Tri-County 

(W 2-0) 25-5, 25-17 

Season Wrap-Ups by Mr. Heusman 

College View Triangular (1-1) 

Sterling vs. Lewiston 

(L 1-2) 25-14, 19-25, 26-28 

Sterling vs. College View 

(W 2-0) 25-19, 25-15 
 

Sterling vs. Elmwood Murdock 

(L 0-3) 11-25, 23-25, 22-25 

 

Falls City Tournament (1-2) 

Sterling vs. Sidney, IA 

(L 0-2) 13-25, 19-25 

Sterling vs. Falls City 

(W 2-0) 25-19, 25-12 

Sterling vs. Fairbury 

(L 0-2) 22-25, 13-25 
 

Sterling vs. Johnson Brock 

(L 0-3) 7-25, 15-25, 14-25 
 

Pioneer Conference (0-2) 

Sterling vs. Pawnee City 

(L 0-2) 25-27, 13-25 

Sterling vs. Lewiston 

(W 2-0) 25-11, 25-21 
 

Sterling Triangular (0-2) 

Sterling vs. Neb. City Lourdes  

(L 0-2) 21-25, 17-25 

Sterling vs. Falls City Sacred Heart 

(L 0-2) 22-25, 11-25 
 

Sterling vs. Tri-County 

(W 3-1) 25-22, 17-25, 25-23, 25-8 
 

Sub-Districts 

Sterling vs. Tri-County 

(L 2-3) 25-18, 19-25, 25-21, 19-25, 7-15 
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Shout Outs 
for the 2016 Fall Sports Season 

Varsity Football (2-7) 

Sterling vs. Lawrence Nelson  L 14-46 

Sterling @ Neb. City Lourdes  L 20-42 

Sterling vs. Friend  L 28-58 

Sterling @ Meridian  W 52-6 

Sterling vs. B.D.S.  L 22-40 

Sterling @ Pawnee City  W 26-14  

Sterling @ Johnson Brock  L 2-30 

Sterling vs. Falls City Sacred Heart  L 8-61 
 

1st Round State Playoffs 

Sterling @ Osceola L 30-67 
 

JV Football 

Sterling vs. Tri-County  W 44-8  

 

Junior High Football (3-3) 

Sterling vs. Neb. City Lourdes  W  34 -26 

Sterling vs. HTRS W 46-0 

Sterling @ Pawnee City W 42-6 

Sterling @ Falls City Sacred Heart  L 22-36 

Sterling vs. Diller Odell  L 6-32 

Sterling @ Johnson Brock  L 2-42 

Season Wrap-Ups continued... 

VOLLEYBALL 
Bookkeepers/Libero Trackers 

Casey Haner, Nancy Harms, Addie Heusman,  

Andrea Heusman, Stasia Nielsen,  

& Cheri Wirthele 

Officials/Linespeople/Announcers 
Kate Agena, Abby Heusman, Addie Heusman, 

Sammy Heusman, Angel Renninger,  

Julie Saathoff, & Cheri Wirthele 

Ticket Takers 
Deedee Phillips, Sharon Heusman,  

& Annie Ahrens 

FOOTBALL 
The Crow’s Nest Crew 

Dave Benson, Ben Carrel, Terry Thies,  

& Russ Trauernicht 

The Chain Gang 
Luke Boldt, Scott Buss, Kale Heusman,  

Jake Saathoff, Stan Raetz, Jon Rathe,  

Andrew Richardson, DeeAnn Richardson,  

& Harold Richardson 

Officials 
Andy Saathoff & Jake Saathoff 

Ticket Takers 
DeeDee Phillips, Sharon Heusman, Annie Ahrens,      

Mindy Cross, Angie Durflinger, & Teresa Trauernicht 

JH Volleyball (9-6) 

Sterling vs. Neb. City Lourdes 

(L 0-2) 14-25, 20-25 
 

Sterling vs. Friend 

(W 2-0) 25-12, 25-20 
 

Sterling vs. Freeman 

(W 2-1) 12-25, 25-14, 15-12 
 

Freeman Tournament 3rd Place (1-1) 

Sterling vs. Lincoln Christian 

(L 0-2) 19-25, 18-25 

Sterling vs. Freeman 

(W 2-0) 25-15, 25-11 
 

Sterling vs. Tri-County 

(L 1-2) 25-16, 11-25, 10-15 
 

Sterling vs. Diller-Odell 

(L 0-2) 12-25, 18-25 

Pawnee City Tournament 5th Place (2-1) 

Sterling vs. Nebr. City Lourdes 

(L 1-2) 25-15, 16-25, 13-15 

Sterling vs. Freeman 

(W 2-0) 25-22, 25-7 

Sterling vs. JCC 

(W 2-0) 25-16, 25-18 
 

Sterling vs. Pawnee City 

(W 2-1) 25-10, 16-25, 15-4 
 

Omaha Brownell Talbot  

Tournament 1st Place (2-1) 

Sterling vs. Brownell Talbot 

(W 2-0) 25-8, 25-9 

Sterling vs. Lincoln Christian 

(W 2-0) 25-10, 25-16 

Sterling vs. Mead 

(L 1-2) 25-23, 21-25, 10-15 
 

Sterling vs. Johnson Brock 

(W 2-1) 25-21, 22-25, 15-8 



Winter Music Concerts 
Elementary:        PreSchool:  

Monday, December 5 @ 7:30PM     Thursday, December 8 @ 7PM 
    

High School (Small Groups):     High School (Large Groups):  

Thursday, December 15 @ 7:30PM     Monday, December 19 @ 7:30PM 

FOOTBALL AWARDS 

2016 Pioneer All-Conference  

First Team Offense 

Lineman - Mason Gee 

First Team Defense 

Lineman - Micah Erickson 

Honorable Mention Offense 

Skill Position - Austin Walters 

Honorable Mention Defense 

Linebacker/DB - Dylan Benson 

 

2016 All-District - D2-District 1 

First Team Offense 

Skill Position - Austin Walters 

Lineman - Mason Gee 

First Team Defense 

Lineman - Micah Erickson 

Linebacker/DB - Dylan Benson 

Second Team Offense 

Skill Position - Ben Hier 

Lineman - Austin Buss 

Second Team Defense 

Lineman - Seth Harms 

Linebacker/DB - Spencer McClellan 

Honorable Mention Defense 

Skill Position - Tristan Dirks 

VOLLEYBALL AWARDS 

2016 Pioneer All-Conference  

Honorable Mention 

Morgan Haner 

Dylan Benson 
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Mason Gee Micah Erickson 

Austin Walters 

Austin Buss Tristan Dirks 

Seth Harms 

Spencer McClellan Ben Hier 

Morgan Haner 
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STERLING  

PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 

Phone: 402-866-4761 

Fax: 402-866-4771 

Website: sterlingjets.org 

Superintendent 

Ryan Knippelmeyer 

 

K-12 Principal & 

Activities Director 

Ryun Theobald 

 
Guidance Counselor 

Addie Heusman 

 

Athletic Director 

Brent Heusman 

 

DON’T FORGET... 

December 5  Elementary Music Concert 

December 7  EARLY OUT - 1:37PM 

December 8  PreK Music Concert 

December 9  NO SCHOOL - PreK 

December 10  ACT Test Date 

December 13-14 DIBELS Testing - Elementary 

December 15  High School Music Concert - Small Groups 

December 19  High School Music Concert - Large Group 

   School Board Meeting 

December 20-22 Semester Testing 

December 22  EARLY OUT - 1:37PM - End of 1st Semester 

December 23-27 5 Day Practice Moratorium 

December 23-  NO SCHOOL 
January3  *Christmas Break* 
 

Stay up to date with all things JET related by going to the school website: www.sterlingjets.org, our     

Facebook page, and for sports scores, follow us on Twitter: @spsjetpride!!! 

250 Main St. 

P.O. Box 39 

Sterling, NE  68443 

http://www.sterlingjets.org
https://www.facebook.com/Sterling-Public-Schools-215583748470614/
https://twitter.com/spsjetpride?lang=en

