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From the Principal’s Desk by Jake Davenport
I have always had the attitude that no news is good news. I try to communicate any and all issues with parents
as they arise, however, I figured I should provide everyone with a brief overview of my discipline philosophy.
When it comes to discipline within the school, my decisions are formed easily. Nearly all conduct and
consequences are black and white in legislation or our handbook as adopted by the board of education. If
situations could have legal ramifications, I contact the county attorney or Johnson County Sheriffs' office. In all
situations, I try to stay as objective as possible.
While I am sympathetic to the root causes for behaviors, when a student is sent to the office to discuss a
specific behavior, that behavior will remain the focus of the conversation. All reasons or excuses for the
behaviors can be discussed at a later date (I am interested). Often the events around us cannot be predicted or
changed but everyone must take responsibility for their personal response to those events.
Lastly, I just want everyone to know that I take no pleasure in levying discipline but do believe it to be necessary
for growth. I do not take misbehaviors personally and will not hold anything against a student at any time. We
all learn lessons and move on. Above all, I promise that any discipline levied will be much less severe than
repercussions in the real world if they do not learn these lessons now.
As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me as needed. Since some of you receiving this newsletter do
not currently have ties to our district, if you or any families you know are looking for a change of scenery with
an excellent school, please get in contact with me. I would love to discuss why Sterling is likely a great fit.
Go Jets!!!

From Your Jet Librarian ;)
There’s an article in the Journal Star today about controversial books in LPS libraries. So, I wanted to write up some notes
about what we do here in the Sterling Library. My goal (especially in a PK-12 setting) is to structure spaces so that books
checked out are age-appropriate. My other goals are to know the readers and use common sense. We have great
readers, but just because they can read a book, does not mean that it’s a good fit.
The positive thing about this issue is the acknowledgment of what I’ve always known: Books are powerful things. That
said, we have such a variety of families in our district that it’s possible that a book in our collection won’t be a good fit for
a family. In that instance, there are some legal things to know as an informed parent.
1.

We do have a process and form to contest a book. It’s a procedure by design because these things are better
considered in a group. The example I love to use is Harry Potter. Some families do not find it appropriate because
of the magic while others see it as a good fit.

2. Parents can request that a specific book be restricted from their child by contacting the school or the librarian.
With books and the Internet, it’s essential we teach kids to be critical consumers of information and active participants in
thinking about what they consume online. This is a big part of what we do in the library and in our English classes.
Okay, long note to say, I’m thinking about this. I take it seriously. I am listening to and a partner with parents. None of us
is perfect, and we’re in this together. If you EVER have a concern, talk to me. When I don’t know things, I try to learn. It’s all
about learning, after all. - Dr. Wusk

RED RIDING HOOD AUDITIONS
An audition will be held for the Missoula Children’s Theatre production of RED RIDING HOOD during the
week of April 4th -8th . Auditions start after school at 3:45. Students will need to report to the gym if they are
interested in auditioning. Those auditioning should plan to stay for the full two hours. Some of the cast
members will be asked to stay for a rehearsal immediately following the audition.
Among the roles to be cast are Red Riding Hood; her three Girlfriends; Little Loveable Wolf; the Hood Family;
the Three Little Pigs; a Woodsman; a Locksmith; Ranger Rooney; The Boy who Cried Wolf; the Wolfgang;
Forest Shadows; and some rascally Raccoons. Students grades Kindergarten through 8th grade are encouraged
to audition. No advance preparation is necessary. Assistant Directors will also be cast to
aid in rehearsals throughout the week and to take on essential backstage responsibilities.
The Missoula Children’s Theatre touring productions are complete with costumes, scenery, props and makeup.
The MCT Tour Actor/Directors will conduct rehearsals throughout the week from 4:00 to 6:00 each day.
RED RIDING HOOD will be presented on April 8th at Sterling Public Schools.
For more information, call Sterling Public Schools at 402-866-4761

Firefighters Race to the Rescue - By: Haley Pella
On January 2nd, the Sterling Fire District and Adams Fire District had to rush to former SPS student Derek
Buss's house on 365 Washington Street in Sterling at about 4 o'clock in the afternoon to put out a fire.
Firefighters don’t know the exact cause of the blaze. The cold temperatures made it hard to extinguish the fire
right away. Derek says, “I was in shock when it happened,” but luckily no one was hurt. The firefighters battled
not only the fire, but they also had to fight the freezing cold temperatures. This intense confrontation took over
six hours. Mr. Buss would like to thank the local firefighters for their hard work and dedication for trying to
save his property.
On January 10, 2021 at about 10:30 in the morning, a mile north and a mile east of Humbodlt another house fire
alarm was issued. The Humboldt Volunteer Fire Department had to rush to Mark Bratrvosky’s and his son
Marcus’s house to extinguish the fire. The firefighters think this fire was started in the wiring because it was an
older house or the wood stove could have caused the fire. Marcus, the son, was at school when it happened, but
got picked up from school and went out to see his house, which nothing was there to see. He and his dad lost
everything, but luckily no one was hurt. Marcus says, “I felt depressed.” Going forward the gentlemen hope to
stay in the area and rebuild their future.

SCORING 1,000 POINTS!
Macy Richardson has hit 1,000 points in her high
school career on January 8th in the Lady Jet’s
game against Lewiston. The game ended with a
winning score of 50-40.
Dakotah Ludemann also hit 1,000 points in her
high school career on February 4th in the Lady
Jet’s game against Johnson-Brock. The game ended
with a winning score of 69-45.

Sterling Public Schools Allows Work Release - By: Kaylin Smith
Here at Sterling Public Schools, work release has once again started up. Work release is a work-based program
that is offered to seniors in replace of traditional methods for furthering education. Students go to a job
throughout the school day. Seniors do this to build up experience in their line of work. This will benefit them in
the long run in the workforce.
In order for seniors to be able to do work release, they have to be eligible for it. To be eligible, students have to
be in the second semester of their senior year. They also have to satisfy all the school requirements. Some of
those requirements are taking all the core classes and having completed 20 hours of community service.
After being eligible, seniors then have to go through a series of steps. First, the seniors have to find a job that is
willing to take them on. This can be a hard process since scheduling hours differ for each student. This job also
has to be related to what they want to do after high school. The Board of Education also had to approve of the
work release and made sure it would be beneficial to the students.
Once the students are approved, they have to switch their schedule here at school. The students attend junior
high lunch, then go to work right after. This leaves the students only having four class periods throughout the
day.
Right now at Sterling, they have three seniors out for work release. So every day, they are getting dismissed to
go to work. Not only that, but these students are representing Sterling in an excellent way. Showing everyone
that as a school, Sterling has amazing workers. This is without a doubt a hard but beneficial time for the
students. This is an amazing opportunity for any senior to get a head start on their career.

Falling Through - By: Collin Kinney
It was a bright day in the middle of a slightly warmer winter when everything decided to go screwy. I was walking along my
not-so-favorite trail when I thought I heard the reason I was there in the first place. What sounded like my missing dog.
“WOOF!!!” echoed throughout the forest scaring me. “What in the world?” I vocalized after hearing what sounded like a
sonic boom in dog form. It appeared to be from behind me right along the bend, so braving the cold, I marched forward.
After walking for a couple of minutes, I quickly realized how unprepared for a cold hike I was. The freezing breeze was
nipping at my freckled nose and turning my cheeks a rosy red. The breeze had also caught some prescient bangs that
were hanging out of my stocking cap and blowing them into my face, blocking my vision with a dark brown mass.
That might have been why I didn’t see it till it was too late. The edge of the trail was bordered by a steep cliff about 15ft
deep. Not being able to see, I walked right into the railing and tumbled end over end down the cliff till I came to a sudden
stop. “Ugh,” I moaned as I attempted to get up quickly realizing that my ankle was feeling very tender and uncomfortably
warm.
I knew better than to look at it, but curiosity got the better of me and what I saw was possibly the best it could have been.
My ankle was still on and facing the proper direction but it was swollen and bright red. My breath started to come out in
lurching breaths as I realized that I was stuck at the bottom of a cliff with a sprained ankle in freezing weather.
As I took in my surroundings, I realized two things, One that I was on the edge of a frozen lake, and two that the only way
out was forward. So I decided to weigh the odds of being found but before I could come to a decision I heard it again,
“WOOOOOOF!” This time even louder and impossibly close.
The loud noise immediately filled me with a fear that I would never forget, the kind where you are face to face with the
thing from your deepest nightmares. So I did the natural thing and tried to get up and run. Bad idea. I stood up and almost
immediately crumpled due to my ankle.
Flight or fight insects kicked in and adrenaline flowed through my veins as the noise happened again “WOOOOOOOOF!”
This time I had almost no problem getting up and running. I quickly realized that as soon as I began to calm down, I was

doomed so I did whatever I could to keep my heart pumping and adrenaline flowing, imaging it right behind me, being
killed, being trapped somewhere with no hope (this one wasn’t too hard to imagine).
I ran and ran till I realized that I was on the lake in roughly the center. Once I had slowed down, I realized that the ice was
actually very thin and beginning to crack around. The cracks got louder till they started to sound like fireworks. The sound
felt like snaps on the back of my head. The snaps stopped suddenly, so I tried to get on my stomach. As soon as my knee
touched the ice, it exploded and it felt like I was floating for a second before I plummeted into the water.
The freezing water shocked the breath out of my lungs, and I started to thrash. My vision quickly started to go dark as the
chill seeped into my already cold limbs. The bubbles floating up towards the light looked strangely beautiful as I drifted
into unconsciousness.
Why was it so bright? And why did everything hurt so bad? Especially my ankle and head. Where was I? How did I get
here? They shook as a singular “WOOF!” echoed throughout me and everything came flooding back, the fall off the cliff,
the barking, the pain of my ankle, the running, and the ice breaking.
I quickly realized that I wasn’t underwater or on the ice, but rather I was in my car at a stoplight with my dog earlier that
morning, before I had reached the vet. The honk of a car horn from behind me quickly brought me back to reality. The light
was green. I slowly pressed on the gas and went through the intersection.
Once I reached the vet, I decided to carry my dog in regardless of his size. I put his collar on then wrapped it around me,
not risking him running off after a squirrel like earlier. As I got out of my car, I realized that I could see the frozen lake with
what looked like shoe and dog prints. And a hole in the center.
I tightened my grip on my dog as I slowly walked into the clinic not wanting to risk him getting away from me. I got inside
and the secretary working the front desk said, “You ok hun? Looks like you’ve seen a ghost.”
“Just a little cold that’s all.” I replied unsure of myself. “If you insist. Now what's your friend’s name?”
“Miracle,” I answered, “ and it’s a he.”
“Well I hope he’s lived up to his name then.” she joked.
“He might just have,” I responded, unsure of myself.
When the check up was over I carried him out in the same fashion to my car. I immediately noticed that the prints and hole
were gone. A shiver ran down my spine that was so great I almost dropped my dog. Almost.
After that I went with my gut on almost every decision, but nothing quite like that ever happened again.
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